Pre-chapter activities for families

ncourage he'young people to share the Get Connected pages with their families. You can help thern
onnect with what was done at home by inviting group discussion of the suggested act1v1t1es and the ‘

featured saint, and by using A Prayer for the Week when approprlate

*"Jesus Intended hly l!uchlng! ond work tocontinue

untll the end of time. In this chapter, you viill learn - -

" how Paul and th othér Apostlss, under the gutdonce.

of»d:e Holy Spitit, taught the early Churchto ollow

““We never et dinner befara six o'clock becausa my aunt
*Ellen Is atways late. Most of my friends eat earller and want
me to hiang aut with thern afterward. [ always have to say

- .10, which used to make me mad,

- Thén my mom tald'me that Aunt Ellen volunteers ata soup
kifchan on holidays, and my attitude changed. One time, my
aunt aven took ma wilh her to halp serve the meals. Now it
daesn't bother me at all to say no to my frlends. And | feet

50 pmud telllng them abiotit Aunit Ellen: ;.

na’nnniuhemuwmg. ;
1. Survey your relativas to find out how they Uva thei faith

"I the Time'of Jesus

YHE IMAGERY OF LIGHT  The imagery of
light and darkness is found frequently
both Testaments of the Bible. In the Old -

¥ Testament, God is dascribed as covering

himself with light like-a garment [see

Psalm 104:2] and Sod's peaple are called - -;

in the light af tfie Lord see fsaiah
10 the New Testament ifght is ifked

o Jésus; describing him as the Irye light -]
far all pesple (see Jotin 1:9). Yhose who

with Faith dre transported.
out of the Darkness and into the light

¥ [see-] Peter 2:9). Read Matthew 5:14-16
* 'to discover Jesus' call to his fotlowers to be

tight in the world, Ihaf peopte may see thair _

aach day, Identify ways that your famity can support and
ngss and 1urn to God, -

" halp ona another live your faith.

2! Wilhyour famiy o Irinds, organize  drive in your parish
“or community fa collect clothing and other necessilies to
benefit peaple in need.

yer for the Week

Remind the young people of

our need for good leaders.

On the board, write the -

names of the pope, your

local bishop, your pastor,

pastoral staff members, Speidens bl o priests and m| ‘

and the catechists in your e RN e Named “Patron
religion program. Ask LT T S Missions.” Proclaim
the young people to keep B @ Reflection Question of the Church in 1997
these leaders in mind as o the Week ... saying: “Inthe heart of
'_they pray it B ~- Church,1shall be [ove.




_. Objectivé To describe ways
~to be a witness to Christ in
everyday life

Isaiah 42:6

Praying with Scripture
: Explain that Christ is the Light
1. As a class, discuss what Chrlstlan S Of the World' United to ChriSt in
values Stephanie, Chad, and Lindsay 2 Baptism, we are called to bring his

: ! ! model by their actions... = . w5 - . . . e
“To help his faraly, Chad wetches his itd o light to others in our daily lives.

younger sister once a Wee while hls 2. List some ways in which you witness . ) R
: to Christ at home, at school, orin ’ nght the candle near the .Blble n

your community. o : the prayer center.

Pray the Scrlpture verse at the top
of page 263. Have the young people
reflect on how God is preparing
them to bring the light of his love
into the world.

Sing the unit song Qri page 260.

~Sharing Experiences

Have the young people read the
Share paragraphs on page 263.

Point out that the young people in
the story use their gifts from God to
bring Christ’s light to others.

Doing the Activities

1. Christian Values
Ih the first activity, discuss with the
group how each young person described
in the story demonstrates what it means
to follow Jesus in daily life. Have a
volunteer list on the board the Christian
values mentloned during the d1scu551on. _

2. Ways to Witness
Ask the young people to read sﬂently
the directions for the second activity
and write down responses. When they
are finished 1nv1te volunteers to share
thelr responses




-Objective To explore the Epistles and
understand that all members of the Church
are called to share in the mission to bring
Christ to others ‘

Discussing Scripture
B Invite the young people to look at and
discuss the illustrations on page 264
Point out that the Holy Spirit
enabled the disciples to go forth
with courage and strength to spread
the Gospel.

Direct the young people to read
silently the text on the scroll.

B Ask a volunteer to share how
Saint Paul was able to spread the
Gospel from prison. (He wrote
letters to individuals, communities,
and the entire Church about
Christ’s teachings.)

B Explain that on one of Paul’s three
missionary journeys he established
the Church in Corinth, an important
commercial city in Greece. Paul’s
letter addresses the growing problem
of jealousy and rivalry among the
members of the Church in Corinth.

Invite volunteers to read aloud Paul’s
letter, which explains the value of
every member of the Church.

B Invite the young people to discuss
" Saint Paul's description of the
Church. (He used the image of a
body to show that just as one body
has many parts, so too are we as
individual parts joined to Christ and
to each other through Baptism.)

If time permits have the young
people read more about unity in
Ephesians 4:1-6 from their Bibles.

Invite the young people to read
Guidance from Saint Paul.
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264

Scripture

@ A Letter from Paul to the Corinthi

And no one can say, “Jesus
holy Spirit.

There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the
same Spirit; there are different forms of service
but the same Lord; there are different workings
but the same God who produces all of them in
everyone, To each individual the manifestation
of the Spirit is given for somé benefit. To one
is given through the Spirit the éxpression of
wisdom; to another the éxpression of kriowledge
according to the same ‘S;girit; to another faith by
the same Spirit; to anotilér.gift's of healing by the
“one Spirit; to another mighty deeds; to another
prophecy; to another discernmenit of spirits;
to another varieties of tongues; to another
interpretation of tongues. But one and the same
Spirit produces all of these, distributing them
individually to each person as he wishes.

As abody is one though it has many parts, and
all the parts of the body, though many, are one
body, so also Christ. For in one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free persons; and we were all given to.
drink of one Spirit.

Now you are Christ's bady, and individually
parts of it. ... Strive eagerly for the greatest
spiritual gifts,

1 Corinthians 12:3-13, 27, 31

Lor ,"e'xceptb the

Guidance from Saint Paul
Saint Paul would visit'and write letters to

Iy Church, such as the
e encouraged people to
become believers and dalled believers to become
more unitéd in Christ. These letters are

Paul wrote the préceding Epistle to explain
to the Church in Corinth that all things of the
Holy Spirit and God are equally important.
On Pentecost the Apostles began the work, or
mission, Jesus gave them, Filled with the Holy
Spirit, they began speaking in rany languages.
They wert fort}i anid preached the Good News
of Jesus Christ to the people in Jerusalem,
converting many of thém.




The Christians
at Corinth
Saint Paul brought the Gospel
to Corinth, a great seaport and
home to people from different -
social; economie, politit_ial, and.
religious backgrounds. Because
of this diversity, members of
the Church in Corinth began
to experience division. They -
began to deny poor people
membership inthe Church.
People began to value certain .
Christian teachings, practices,
and gifts more than others.
Paul’s teachings helped the
Corinthians to understand the
importance of the unity of :
the Church.

The Mission of -
the Church
Jesus founded the Church
to continue his teachings and
work until the end of time. Jesuis
appointed the Twelve Apostles
to be the first
of the Chiirch. Paul, at first
a persecutor of Christians,
became a missionary. Filled with
the Holy Spirit, the Apostles and
other early disciples joyfully
spread the news of the Risen
Lord. The Apostles and the
other members of the early
Church taught.others the love
of Christ by the way they lived.

They shared what they had with”

~ ‘gthers, particularly the poor and

those'in need.
Today the Church continuies

the missionary work given to
Her by Christ; The Holy Spirit

‘guides the Church in preaching
the Gospel of salvation. God

loves all pegple and wants

‘them to come to know his truth .

.and Be saved, The Church’s

i missién‘ is'to preach the Gospel

1o people of all cultures and
taces thioughout the world in
every age. Because no one is
excluded, the Church is catholic,
oruniversal.
-The Church is also apostolic.
This means that the Church
passes dowr the teachings of the
Apostles, which are from Christ
himself- Jesus
Peter and the other Apostles
and gave them the authority
'_::och mﬁé hig mission and to
act in his name. Today the pope
and bishops have the same role
as the Apostles in proclaiming
the Gospel. When the pope, or
the pope and bishops together,
officially teach on matters of
faith arid morals the teachings
are infallible, meaning “without
error.” By remaining faithful to
;hg teachings of the Apostles,
the Chﬁic}i preserves the truth
of Christ. :

The teachings and traditions of the Church fave been handed down for

rmore than 2,000 years. Describe.a family tradition or story that has been-

passed down to you. What makes this tradition or story special to you?

Doing the Activity

Faith Words

Have the young people read the
directions. Give them a few minutes
to think of and to record family
traditions or stories.

B Ask volunteers to share their
responses and to suggest ways that
their traditions and stories might be
passed down, such as by the good
works of a person, in a letter, in a
diary, or on a Web page.

List the suggestions on the board.

Have the young people work with
partners to quiz each other on the
meanings of the Faith Words.

Understanding Scripture
Have the young people read The
Christians at Corinth on page 265.

Point out that all members of the
Church are commissioned through
Baptism and strengthened by
Confirmation to spread Christ’s truth.

B Invite the young people to read
The Mission of the Church.

Have a volunteer explain why the
Church’s mission has remained the
same since the time of the Apostles.
(Jesus established the Church so
that his teachings and work would
continue to the end of time.)
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Objective To discover ways to participate

in the mission of the Church and be ready

for the Second Coming of Christ

Discussing the Text

B Invite the young people to look
at and discuss the photograph on
page 266.

B IHave the young people share
how the example shown is
similar to things they have done
or would consider doing as part
of their mission in the Church.
(Encourage sharing and affirm
positive responses.)

B Ask the young people to read the
first paragraph of Sharing the
Missionary Work of the Church.

Point out that we are each
responsible for carrying out
the mission of the Church.

B Have the young people read the
remaining paragraphs.

B Ask the young people to discuss
how parishioners support one
another in living as followers of
Christ. (Affirm éxamples from the
text—working for peace and justice,
sharing with those who have less,
praying with those who are ill
or grieving—and examples from
personal knowledge as well)

Understanding Doctrine

‘B Have the young people read
Our Church Teaches.

B Explain that in reciting the
Nicene Creed, we profess our faith
in the resurrection of the dead.
Guided by the Holy Spirit, the
Church continues to hand down
this essential Catholic doctrine.

We Believe

Reinforce the We Believe statement
by asking how Christ continues his
mission on Earth. (The Holy Spirit
guides the Church in spreading the
Gospel until Christ’s Second Coming.)
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: Shqring the Missionary Work of the Church

All members of the Church are called to share in her mission. By
giving Peter the keys of the kingdom, Christ gave Peter the special
task of leading the other Apostles and being head of the Church. Peter’
was the first bishop of Rome. Today the pops, the bishop of Rome,
continues to represent Christ as the visible head of the Church. He
has the full and supreme responsibility to lead the members of the
Catholic Church and to care for their souls. Bishops are successors of
the Apostles and establish unity among the churches they oversee.
Priests, co-workers with bishops, also teach the faith, celebrate the
Mass, and guide parish communities. Deacons help the bishops
and priests. Laypeople and those in consecrated religious life also
participate in the mission of the Church. All Christians are called to
holiness in their personal, familial, and social lives.

* Parishioners, or members of a parish, support one another in living their life in
Christ in many ways. They participate in the liturgy and Sacraments. They share
their faith through a wide variety of educational programs for children, youth, and
‘adults, They serve one another and the wider community by living the Corporal

- and Spiritual Works of Mercy. They work for peace and justice, comfort the ill,
 share food and clothing with those in need, and pray with those who grieve. Many
parishes have programs that help parishioners to seek the Kingdom of God as

Jesus commanded.

Look at a parish in action and you will discover the Holy Spirit at work. The
wide variety of programs in a parish enables parishioners to share their gifts.
Teachers, musicians, carpenters, accountants, electricians, lawyers, babysitters,
nurses, social workers—these and so many niore build up the Body of Christ on

Earth and advance the work of God's kingdom,




' amé two works lgoqd»aqﬁons]} you can do to show you accept God's grace.

2. When did you accept God S, grace in your hfe') ln the left column below, llst situations
in which you have accepted God s grace In:the tight column, list sltuatwn \
yau could show more openness to God's grace e

3. How is it that even though we are sinnérs, we can walt forJesus Sec 9
and the Finalt Judgment with “joyful hope?” -

Answers will vary.

Doing the Activities

1. Naming Good Actions

Have the young people complete
the first activity.

B Tnvite young peoplé to share
their responsés.
2. Accepting God's Grace
Read aloud the directions, and invite
the young people to complete the
second activity.

Tell the young people that they will
not have to share their responses.

3. Waiting with Joyful Hope

Invite the young people to read and
answer the question.

B Ask volunteers to share
their responses.

‘Chapter 17




tive To identify Catholics who model

ways of fulfilling the mission of the Church

Discussing the Text

Direct the young people to the
portrait of Elizabeth Ann Seton
on this page.

Explain that Elizabeth Seton served
the Church as a wife, a mother, an
educator, and the head of a religious
community. She is shown here
wearing a religious habit modeled
after the widow’s clothing she wore
during her mourning period for

her husband.

Invite the young people to read
the text about Elizabeth Ann Seton
on page 268.

Point out that Elizabeth founded
the Sisters of Charity, who spread
‘the Gospel through the work of
education and by serving the sick,
the poor, and those in need.

Doing the Activities

1. Children of the Church
Remind the group of Elizabeth

Seton’s concern for the Church’s
mission and the challenges she
faced in doing God’s work.

Read the directions to the first
activity, and have the young people
write their responses.

Invite volunteers to share their
responses with the group.

2. Inspired in Faith

Have the young people work
with partners to complete the
second activity.

B Invite the young people to share

their examples with the group.

268 Chapter 17

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton

Elizabeth Ann Seton was born into a wealthy Episcopalian family in New
York City in 1774. Her parents raised her to share with those in need.

After marrying William Seton, a successful merchant, Elizabeth continued
serving others. While raising five children of her own, Elizabeth helped
found the Society for the Relief of Poor Widows with Small Children.

When she was about twenty-nine years old, Elizabeth'’s life changed
dramatically. Her husband’s business failed, and he was diagnosed with
tuberculosis. Elizabeth sailed with him to the warmer climate of Italy, but
he died soon after their arrival. While grieving, Elizabeth stayed with her
husband’s friends, the Filiechis, who comforted and supported her. She
was moved and inspired by the strong faith of this Catholic family.

About a year after she returned to the United States, Elizabeth joined
the Catholic Church, although her family did not approve. She devoted
her energy to serving the Church, and she eventually opened the first
Catholie school in the United States in Maryland. Elizabeth also formed
a community of Catholic women called the Sisters of Charity. They
operated many schools, orphanages, and hospitals.

Just before she died, at the age of forty-six, Elizabeth told the sisters in
her community, “Be children of the Church.” Elizabeth Ann Seton was the
first native-born American to be canonized. Her feast day is January 4.

VRERVEES)

1. List three ways that people your age can be “children of the Church.”

2. Elizabeth Seton was inspired by the strong faith of the Filicchi family.
Who inspires you in your faith? To a partner, describe how this person
or group of people inspires you to live your faith in Christ. Then listen to
your partner do the same.

Religious Bias

'When Elizabeth Ann Seton returned to the United States

and became a Catholic, she knew her relatives and friends
would be upset. She also knew that her relatives would
have provided for her and her children after her hushand’s
death had she not converted to Catholicism. Most of

New York society was simply not ready to accept Roman
Catholics. Anti-Catholic bias had been a part of America’s
history since the ideas of the Reformation traveled to the
colonies with the early settlers. In nineteenth-century
America, Protestants were the clear majority. Their
Catholic neighbors—with their devotions, rituals, and
statues of saints—seemed very mysterious to them.

\




* 3. All the baptized are-¢;
someone who.may be i inspired in his.or her faith by knowing you. In'w
you posmvely influenced this person to:grow in his or her faith?

4. Like Elizabeth Seton, young pe challenges in trying to
faith, As a class, compare. rs.In the left cotumpn, list
the challenges Saint Elizabeth’ q d, like opposition from Her.
having to leave her hom , f st sorme of the challe

ur class. Then, together
s as Elizabeth Ann Seto

Saint Elizai:elh AnnSeton . i Young People Toda

Doing the Activities (contmuedl

3. Positive Influence -.

B Have the young people s1lently read
the directions to the third activity
and give themn time to write their
responses. :

B Invite volunteers to share what they
have written.

4. Responding to Challenges
B Invite a volunteerto tead aloud the
directions to the fourth activity.
B Invite the young p¢§plé to Wprk in
small groups to complete this activity.
B Invite a spokesperson from each
group to share its thoughts.

Chapter 17 269




Objective To reflect on meeting the
challenges of discipleship

Preparing for Prayer

Focus the young people by directing
their attention to the enthroned Bible
and the candle. Invite them to recall
that they are in the presence of God.

Leader: Through Baptism, we become disciples of
Christ. As members of the Church, we are
called to be the light of Christ for others and to
carry out his mission. We are ambassadors for
Christ, invited to accept the responsibilities of
discipleship with courage and to shout his name
from the mountaintops for all to hear.

& Point out to the young people that in
the Scripture passage they are about
to hear, Jesus promises his followers
that believers who go out to spread
his message will be able to meet
any challenge.

Reader: Jesus appeared to the eleven disciples and
told them:

-+ “Go into the whole world and proclaim the
gospel to every creature. Whoever believes
and is baptized will be saved; whoever does

not believe will be condemned. These signs
will accompany those who believe; in my name
they will drive out demons, they will speak new
languages. They will pick up serpents [with
their hands), and if they drink any deadly thing,
it will not harm them., They will lay hands on
the sick, and they will recover.”

Remind the young people that as
disciples of Christ, they too are called
to help those who share the Gospel in
other lands,

2

A\ Prayer for Faithful Discipleshin

R

B Point out the prayer on page 270. Mark 16:15-18
e Review the definition of commissioned Leader: Reflect on your experiences of discipleship.
Think about the obstacles that you face, your
found on page 265 challenges, and signs you have received that
. . . have helped you know and trust in G
& Invite a volunteer to read aloud the first :

Ppresence in your life.

Leader section and another volunteer
to read aloud the Reader section,

% Read aloud the last Leader section.
Invite volunteers to share ways they
have answered God’s call to spread
the Gospel.

B Ifyou did the Additional Activity on
page 269, invite the young people to
place their mottos on the prayer table.

Close by singing a song suggested
on page 260D or another song you
have chosen.

snomhrmer bt
et 1nmaue shorsing

TR,

1304 R v o it o v, e pseti ey,
Nothanta, Mex Grane, We v migniors -

[T,
h
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sa challenge

- smbassador for Christ an

AnSWers will vary,

. In today's Church, the pope and bishops are successors of
Peter - and the Apostles.
. Peter was the first __ blShOE of Romne.

. Laypeople are called to hOlmESS in their
personat lives, : :

. At his Second Coming, Christ will judge each of us

according to our __— - WOrks: . . and howwell

we accepted God's grace in our lives.
Jesus founded the - - " 'Church: * -~ sothat his

work would continue.

. Healing, faith; and__wp_le_are the
spiritual works mentloned in Paul's first tetter to
-the Corinthians.

. In his letter to them, Palil c'ompares the Corinthians to a

human ______bi’ﬂy____

Because the messagé of thé,G_o;pél»‘isbmeant for-all people everywhere} -w{els,ay

that the Church is ____cath_ullc____ or universal.

. All members of the (}hcrch_’ai'_e called to share in her i 'mis‘sion .

. Elizabeth Ann Seton founded the ____ Sisters of Charity

Reviewing the Chapter
B The Chapter Review will help the

_ young people recall 1mportant content
of the chapter. ;

Be sure to rev1ew the concept that
the Twelve Apostles and the early.
disciples were the first missionaries
of the early Church All members of

number where eachkans‘w
be found. = :
B Be sure to discuss the answers with
your group and go over concepts that
were generally misunderstood or
forgotten. Then have the young people
correct any mistakes they made.
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Optional Testing

After the young people have completed ' ‘
the Chapter Review, you may wish to : Write True or False next to each statement. Rewrlte false statements to
. administer the Chapter 17 Test using the make them true.

reproducible pages in The Story of Jesus
Assessments book.

_E oA testament was a letter written by Paul or another disciple in
the early Church.

epistle

. Suméone who is commissiened is entrusted with the power to
fulfill a particular task.

. An'epistle is a person who shares his or her faith through preaching
ahd charitable works.

missionary

. The bishop is Christ's representative as visible head of the Chufch.

pope

. At the Second Coming, Christ will judge everyone according to
their works and how well they accepted God's grace in their lives.

Resgend to the following.

1. When Jesus commissioned his disciples, what powers or gifts did he
grant them?

The power to proclaim the Gospel, drive out evil, heal the sick, and

speak unfamiliar languages

What accomplishments of Elizabeth Ann Seton helped fulfill the mission
of the Church? -

She opened a Catholic school. She formed a religious order.

. In what ways can you help fulfill the mission of the Church?

Answers will vary.

Self-Evaluation
This session was

[1 one of the best.
[ pretty good.
[ in need of improvement.

What worked out best was

For next time | would change

| will be sure to prepare for

272 Chapter Review




